
Georgian Internet Governance Forum – GeoIGF TBILISI 2016 
Agenda 

05/09/2016 
Tbilisi Tech Park, Georgia 

 

Time Topic Panelists Location 

09.30-10.00 Registration/ Welcome coffee  

10.00-10.30 Welcome Speech 

1. David Khutsishvili, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia 

2. Vakhtang Abashidze, Chairman, Georgian National Communications Commission (GNCC) 
3. Cristian Urse, Head of Office, Council of Europe Office in Georgia 
4. Maarit Palovirta, European Regional office, Internet Society (ISOC) 
5. Irakli Kashibadze, Chairman, Georgian Innovation and Technology Agency (GITA) 
6. Michael Yakushev, Vice President, Global Stakeholder Engagement, Eastern Europe, Russia And 

Central Asia, ICANN 
7. Thomas Schneider, Swiss Government / Chair, ICANN Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) 

Conference 
Hall 

 First Session  

10.30-11.30 
Multistakeholder Approach to 

Internet Governance and Internet 
Governance Goals in Georgia 

Moderator: Olivier Crepin-Leblond, PhD, EuroDIG, EURALO,  ISOC UK England 
 
Speakers:  
1. David Khutsishvili, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia  
2. Merab Katamadze, Commissioner, Georgian National Communication Commission (GNCC) 
3. Dusan Stojicevic, SEEDIG (Serbia) 
4. Mark Carvell, The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) (UK) 

Conference 
Hall 

11.30-11.50 Coffee break  

 Second Session  

11.50-13.00 
Internet Access and Broadband 

Gap 

Moderator: Maarit Palovirta, European Regional Affairs Manager, Internet Society (ISOC) 
 
Speakers:  
1. Besarion Abuladze, Project Coordinator, World Bank GENIE (Georgia) 
2. Nino Kubinidze, Director, Open Net (Georgia) 
3. Gediminas Šečkus, Head of Legal and Corporate Affairs PE „Plačiajuostis internetas“ (Lithuania) 
4. Mariam Sulaberidze, Strategy Development Department, GNCC, (Georgia) 

Conference 
Hall 

13.00-13.15 Discussion, Q&A  

13.15-14.00 Lunch Break  

14.00-17:30 Parallel Sessions  

 3rd Session Location 4th Session Location 

14.00-14.50 
Domain names 

and Internet  

Moderator: Michael Yakushev, Vice 
President, Global Stakeholder 
Engagement, Eastern Europe, Russia 
And Central Asia, ICANN 
 
Speakers: 
1. Thomas Schneider, Chair, ICANN 

Governmental Advisory 
Committee (GAC), (Switzerland)  

2. Mzia Gogilashvili, Strategy 

Development Department, GNCC 

(Georgia) 

3. Sopho Elizbarashvili, ITDC, .გე 

Manager (Georgia) 

4. Lianna Galstyan, ISOC.AM,  .հայ    

(Armenia) 

5. Sopho Kiziria, Caucasus Online, .ge 
Manager (Georgia), Genadi 
Rostomauli, Magticom (Georgia) 
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E-Governance 
achievements and 

challenges 

Moderator: Giga Paitchadze, 
Administration of the Government of 
Georgia 
 
Speakers: 
1. Ivar Tallo, TWINNING Program, e-

Governance, Estonia 
2. Irakli Gvenetadze,  Data Exchange 

Agency (DEA) Chairman (Georgia) 
3. Levan Avalishvili, Chairman, NGO „ 

Institute for Development of 
Freedom of Information” (IDFI) 
(Georgia)  
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14.50-15.00 Discussion, Q&A  

 5rd Session Location 6th Session Location 

15.00-15.50 
Personal data 

Protection  and 
Internet 

Moderator: Nini Sarishvili, Office of 
the Personal Data Protection Inspector 
of Georgia 
 
Speakers:  
1. Marie Georges, independent 

expert, (France) 
2. George Pirveli, Cybercrime 

Division, Central Criminal Police, 
Ministry of Interior of Georgia 

3. Lika Sajaia, Transparency 
International Georgia, “Civil society 
against illegal surveillance: „This 
affects you!“(Georgia) 
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Copyright and 
Internet 

Moderator: Natia Kuprashvili, CEO,  
Regional Broadcasters Association of 
Georgia, GARB, (Georgia) 
 
Speakers: 
1. Eka Kubusidze, Head of 

Telecommunications, Information 
and Modern Technologies 
Department, Ministry of Economy 
and Sustainable Development of 
Georgia 

2. Ivane Makharadze, Head of 
Broadcasting Regulation Department, 
GNCC (Georgia) 

3. Irakli Kasradze Head, Department of 
Trademarks, Geographical Indications 
and Design, Sakpatenti (Georgia) 

4. Yuriy Kargapolov, Ukrainian Network 
Information Center/UANIC 
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15.50-16.00 Discussion, Q&A  

16.00-16.20 Coffee Break  

 7th Session Location 8th Session Location 

16.20-17.20 
Online Protection 

of Children 

Moderator: Jaba Nachkebia UNICEF 
(Georgia) 
 
Speakers: 
1. Tamta Tepnadze, Public Defender 

of Consumers Interests, GNCC 
(Georgia) 

2. Ana Subeliani, NGO “IncGEO”, 
(Georgia)  

3. Irina Verdzeuli, Head of Strategy 
Development Department,  GNCC 
(Georgia) 
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New media and 
Internet 

Moderator: George Gvimradze, Director 
of News and Current Affairs, Georgian 
Public Broadcaster (Georgia) 
 
 Speakers:  
1. Nata Dzvelishvili, Executive director 

of the Georgian Charter of 
Journalistic Ethics (Georgia) 

2. Thomas Schneider, Swiss 
Government representative to the 
Council of Europe steering 
committee on media and 
information society (CDMSI) 

3. Maya Metskhvarishvili, Editor, 
netgazeti.ge (Georgia) 
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17.20-17.30 Discussion, Q&A   

17.30-18.00 Closing Session  

 

http://isoc.am/

